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PREFACE

CINTAVISTAYAYA SITA (Reveries of SITA) by
N. Kumaran A$in is a well known poem of modern Malaya-
lam. By translating it into beautiful and chaste Sanskrit.
Professor N. Gopala Pillai, who was a brilliant scholar and
a discerning critic, has made it possible for Sanskrit-know-
ing non-Malayalees to appreciate this little masterpiece.
The translation closely follows the original, though the
construction of sentences has been altered here and there
to suit the genius of Sanskrit language. ‘

Since the publication of the original in 1920 critics
have not been wanting, who found fault with the poet on
the ground that the character of SITA depicted here is
totally different from her character as delineated by
Valmiki or Kalidasa. Another criticism levelled against this
poem has been that the reflections welling up in SITA’s
mind lack in internal coherence. However on a careful
reading of the poem I am convinced that both these criti-
cisms are without any substance. The reflections of SITA
as presented here are perfectly consistent with her character
as presented by Valmiki in Ramayana or by Kailidasa in
Raghuvamsa, and they have a wonderful logical sequence.
1t was my desire to establish this fact which impelled me
to write a commentary in Sanskrit on Professor Pillai’s
translation.

This commentary has been completed about ten years
ago. It was sent to Professor Pillai who read it carefully,
highly commended it and wanted me to publish it. How-
ever, owing to various reasons it had not been possible for
me to get this printed while Professor Pillai was still alive,
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and this has been my regret. I am grateful to Srimathy
Vijayamma Gopala Pillai for graciously permitting me to
publish Professor Pillai’s translation along with the com-
mentary.

My thanks are die to Sri N. V. Krishna Warrior who
has contributed an introduction to the present work, to Sri
M. Madhavan Unni, Research Officer in the Manuscripts
Library, University of Kerala, Trivandrum, who has
rendered valuable assistance in various ways in seeing this
through the press and to the Proprietor of S. B. Press,
Trivandrum for printing it neatly and expeditiously.

With great pleasure 1 place this work in the hands of
indulgent readers.

7 ad gaca Haafy w3zfanfa
safag &faq fefsagufa afz aral aw s

Kandiyoor
Mavelikkara-3 D. Damodara Pisharodi
12 Muarch, 1978



INTRODUCTION

Mahikavi Kumaran A$an (1873-1924) is justly hailed
as the morning star of renaissance in Kerala. Born in the
then-untouchable Ezhava caste, he fell. in his early teens,
under the benign influence of the dynamic personality
of Saint Sri Narayana Guru, who took no time to detect
the latent talents of his young disciple, and sent him to
Bangalore, Madras and Calcutta to undergo higher studies
in Sanskrit. Returning to Kerala in 1900, Kumiran Aéin
assisted his Preceptor in founding the Sri Narayana Dharma
Paripalana Yogam, which, in a few years, became the
spearhead of social reform and played a notable role in the
modernisation of Kerala. His short poem, “The Fallen
Flower™, published in 1907, has been acknowledged as the
first shot in the romantic revolution in Malayalam poetry.
As a pioneering poet, talented editor, ardent social refor-
mer and able organiser, Agan left an indelible impression
on his contemporaries in the next sixteen years. He was
nominated as a member of the popular Legislative Council
in Travancore which position he fully utilised in pro-
moting the interests of the backward communities in the
State. In addition to being the foremost poet ot his period
he was also a forceful prose-writer, a penetrating ctitic, a
convincing orator and an imaginative entrepreneur. His
poetical works revealed not only his complete mastery over
the language and the imagery but also a mature philosophi-
cal welt-anschauung which placed unequivocal emphasis on
liberal humanism and the pressing need for undoing the
age-old social injustices. Atthe acme of his intellectual
powers he was snatched away by death in 1924 in a boat-

tragedy.
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CINTAVISTAYZYA SITA (SITA’s Reveries) is consi-
dered by many as the magnum opus of Kumaran A §an. This
poem consisting of 192 stanzas brings out not only the deep
insight of the poet into the inscrutable intricacies of human
psyche but also his enlightened conception of the ideal
wornanhood. From the start to the finish the poem is
majestic, sublime and soul-stirring, and embodies some of
the most profound philosophic reflections on the unfatho-
mable human destiny.

Kumaran A¢an has been singularly fortunate in obtain-
ing an ideal translator in Professor N. Gopala Pillai, who
presided over the destinies of the Maharaja’s College of
Sanskrit, Trivandrum from 1939 to 1957, and was renowned
for his vast scholarship as well as rich poetic gifts. His
Sanskrit versions of the Malayalam poems. PREMASAN-
GITAM by Ulloor S. Parameswara Iyer, and S/74’s
Reveries by Kumdiran A$an, not only reveal the ease and
facility with which he could handle the medium of Sanskrit
but also provide an opportunity for those who do not
comprehend Malayalam to get some acquaintance with
1he cream of modcrn Malayalam poetry.

The Sasiskrit, commentary on “SI7A’s Reveries” by
Panditaraja D. Damodara Pisharoti'is an excellent guide to
those who wint to sound the depths of this deep poem. By
providing suitable introductions to each stanza in the best
tradition of the commentators in Sanskrit, Sri Pisharoti
brings out clearly thé “logical consistency of the seemingly
rambling - reflections of the heroine. By showing the five
SANDHIs and the coastituents thereof in the plot. the
commentator establishes its perfect construction, which.
according to Abhinava Gupta, is essential not only in
dramatic but also-in epic literature it the sentiments are to
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be properly delineated. The layers of meaning suggested
by each word is explicated and the figures of speech
(Alamkaras) are pointed out. Sri Pisharotiis one of the
few remaining profound Sanskrit scholars in Kerala with
equal mastery over Vyidkarapa, Nyiaya and Alamkara
Sastras, and the commentary bears eloquent testimony to
his versatility.

With great pleasure I commend this beautiful Sanskrit
version of the great Malayalam poem and its equally
magnificent commentary to the Sanskrit-knowing Sahrdayas
all over the country. [ have no doubt they will greatly enjoy
and profit from a close study of, both the poem and the
commentary.

Darsan N. V. Krishna Warrior
Palkulangara

Trivandrum-24

12 March, 1978
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